SOME ATTITUDES AND INTERESTS
of NAVAHO CHILDREN
MATERIAL for this chapter comes from the children's responses to the
Psychological Battery mentioned in Chapter 5. Although this Bat-
tery had several different parts, only two are utilized here: Stewart's
Emotional Response Test and Bavelas* Moral Ideology Test.
For the Emotional Response Test, the examiner begins by asking
the child, "Have you ever been happy?" If he says, "Yes," as is
usually the case, the examiner then says, "Tell me a time when you
were happy." While some children will deny that they were ever
happy when thus called upon for an instance, and others will say
that they are happy all the time, or that they are happy "over every
little thing that comes up," a good proportion will .produce an ade-
quate example of happy occasions. The examiner endeavors to secure
three such examples, then continues the questioning with sadness,
fear, anger, and shame. Finally he asks, "What is the best thing that
could happen to you?" and "What is the worst thing that could
happen to you?"
If the average number of responses made by Navaho children to
the various questions are arranged in order beginning with the
question most freely answered, this list results: Fear, 3.0 responses
per .child; Happiness, 2.5; Shame, 1.4; Sadness, 1.3; Anger, i.i;
Best Thing, i.o (only one was requested); Worst Thing, 0.8. Ex-
amples of the responses obtained from a few children are reproduced
in Appendix L The order for middle-western white children who
took the same test was: Happiness, 2.9; Sadness, 2.3; Anger, 2.3;
Fear, 2.2; Shame, 1.9; Best Thing, i.i; Worst Thing, O.8.1
The Moral Ideology Test consists in asking the child, "What is a
good thing that a boy (or girl) your age could do so that people
1 Comparative data for white and Indian children used in this chapter are from
Robert J. Havighurst, "Comparison of American Indian Children and White Children
by Means of the Emotional Response Test" and "The Comparison of Indian Children
and White Children by Means of the Moral Ideology Test" (both ms., Indian Educa-
tion Research Project, University of Chicago).